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Analyzing R.O.C. Military’s Disaster
Relief Image in Newspapers during the
August 8 Flood

Ya-Min Chu
Department of International and China Studies,
Master Program in Asia-Pacific Studies

Abstract

The thesis analyzes those reports regarding R.O.C military’s disaster relief efforts during the 88
flood from four major Taiwanese newspapers: China Times, United Daily, Liberty Times, and Apple
Daily. Overall, different political attitudes do affect the judgments of newspapers. The pro-Green
Liberty Times delivers the strongest critiques while the pro-Blue United Daily delivers the highest
praise. In addition, contrary to conventional wisdom, Apple Daily’s provocative style does not affect its
judgment. The materials provided by the military are poorly organized and are rarely cited by four
major newspapers, which indicated that there is much to be improved in military’s public relations

efforts.

Keywords: military, disaster relief, media, newspaper, 88 flood
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