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The Transformation and Development
of stratified society in China

Chung-ManTseng

Instructor, Department of Political Science , National Defense University

Abstract

Communism is a product of times. In front of the unfair social status which was created by
capitalism, communism recruited great oppressive masses and revolution disciples to against every
injustices. Anti-class, anti-oppression, and anti-privileged became the communist’s revolutionary ideal for
a long time. In China, the worker-peasant class, oppressive masses, had been the most important
supporters in the revolutionary era of Chinese Communist Party 60 years ago. Unfortunately, today the
worker-peasant class don’t acquire a better living after their wholehearted supporting even the "Reform
and Opening up" Policy has been executed for 30 years. The growing gap between the rich and the poor
in China is enlarging the sense of the poor being deprived by the rich. Since the social status is getting
down to the bottom, the worker-peasant class lose their patience and express their unsatisfied emotion by
drastic action in high frequency. Such sense of being deprived has become a kind of Pandora box which
contains an intricate puzzle including economic, political, and social mobility. The political elite of China
realize the seriousness of aforementioned problem. They began to strengthen dialogue with masses,
expect the emergency of "Harmonious Society" and emphasize the importance of "stability" unceasingly.
This research explores social problems originated from social hierarchical change in view of the
interaction of economic resource, political capital, and social status. To review the history of Chinese
social class evolution is necessary in order to find out the reasons for the formation of today’s class
antagonism in China. The purpose of this study is to find out whether a middle class has appeared after
years of economic reforms which makes Chinese government change the governance means and strategy.
On the other hand, how to appease worker-peasant class is also a thorny issue.

Keywords:Social Stratification, Social Transformation , Harmonious
Society, Middle Class
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