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Civil- Military Relations under the
Democratization of the Republic of
China: A Process of the Nationalization
of the Military

Fu-Chu Tuan

Adjunct Assistant Professor of the General Education Center of the National Defense University
Abstract

Since the 70s of the 20™ century to the early 21 Century, The Republic of China had experienced
the process of democratization and made a successful consolidation of democracy by two overturns of
ruling power peacefully. Within this democratic process, the military was losing their prerogative in
politics and in decision making process gradually. Why the Military was willing to be compliant and
made less active reaction to this process? And why the military didn't use its coercive power to veto the
outcome of the democratic election that Kuomintang was losing but accepted the choice of voters?
What were those strategies that were used by civilian leaders to control the military effectively, that
make the military accept the role that it should be playing. And at the same time, how did the military
adjust itself in this process, transform itself from a party’s military which obeyed Kuomintang to a

state’s military that obeys the elected civilian leader? Those are questions that will be answered by this

paper.

Keywords : Democratization of The Republic of China, Party’s Military, Civil-Military
Relations, Civilian Control
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