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How to obtain Sovereignty based on the
Cases of Disputed Islands from the
Practices of Principle of Effective
Control of International Laws

Chih-Wen Ku
Graduate Student, Graduate Institute of Political Science, NTNU

Abstract

This paper argues that principle of effectiveness has been applied in judgement, and it is the basis
while the court decides on a case. Territory has been taken by occupation for countries since the 15th
Century. During that time, it was developed in sailing methods to cause most of the terra nullius to be
found and obtained. There is no terra nullius longer to exist and island disputes are being continuous
until now. In order to solve the problems peacefully, followed by UN Charter, every disputed case
ought to be settled in International Court, and all cases regarding island dispute apply the principle of
effectiveness when the verdict was made. That is because the parties involved in the disput can present
the evidence of when they occupied the island to the court. But final verdict was made by how disputed
sides show their regulation and governance on those islands. Thus, this thesis focuses on how the

practices of principle of effectiveness have been practiced through legislation and administration.

Keywords : prescription, occupation, the principle of effective control
acquiescence, terra nullius
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