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A Study on Ideology Morality of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army:
Marxism-Leninism and Chinese Culture

Hui-Ming Tung
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,
Fu Hsing Kang College, NDU

Abstract

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) promotes military modernization actively, and
strives to become the armed forces capable of carrying out diversified military tasks. The PLA not only
shows a variety of armaments to the countries, but also attaches great importance to the moral system
construction. The ideology morality is the most important mainline of political work. This study
focuses on the Marxism-Leninism, Chinese traditional culture with morality and military ethics, when
PLA tries to build the ideology morality system. We found it is a multi-content system actually, and
changed along with the Communist leaders’ political ideology. China is in a critical period of reform
and transition, and the PLA faces complex security situation and the impact of liberal democratic
values. The Chinese President Xi Jinping will seize the PLA’s politics discipline and strengthen
ideology morality in political work. The PLA’s military behaviors and values depend on the morality of
Marxism-Leninism and Chinese culture. In order to fulfill the historical mission in the new century, it is

a key point that the PLA must build a solid moral foundation.

Keywords: Political work, Ideology morality, Marxism-Leninism, Chinese
culture, Military core values
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