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An Analysis on the Development of
Reality Television in Mainland China

Chi-Jen Hsieh

Department of Journalism National Defense University
Abstract

Reality television had become a worldwide trend since the 21th century. China’s television
industry had caught up with the trend and made the production of reality television a highly lucrative
revenue. This study reviews the development of reality television in Mainland China in its 15 year
history. In the developing phase, human weakness, conflicts, and monetary reward were adopted as
principal motivating factors, but they were not taken by Chinese audiences. In the expansion phase,
local producers approached audiences by appealing to the bright sides of humanity. This localization
strategy was very successful. After the market boomed, the competition of viewing rates had driven
television stations to manipulate the marketing of reality television and caused the antipathy of society
as well as government bureaus. In the recovery phase, television stations upgraded the production
quality by buying copyright directly from foreign production houses. But the reproduction again
triggered the debate of whether the creativity of local television community will be suppressed by not

creating their own shows.

Keywords: Reality Television, Localization, Copyright
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