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Abstract

Traditionally, the military has been defined as a masculine unit; those of females who want to
become part of it will face many challenges and psychological pressure such as less chance for
promotion, being a mocking object in the movies and being ignored by others. This study is going to
explore how Hollywood military movies shape the female’s image and transform the female’s role in
the past three decades using approaches of both content and narrative analysis. The results from 10
movies show that first, Hollywood filmmakers still have deep sex bias about males dominating the
female through the way of male gaze in the movies and separating females from military as an
individual. Secondly, from the spheres of national security, social structure and culture influence, the
stereotype of the female role shaped by Hollywood consists of the constraints of social and cultural
value, but the situation is changing since the Gulf War and the 911 terrorist attack. Thirdly, Hollywood
needs to maintain good relationship with Pentagon to get support of military equipment, facilities and

personnel for the purpose of making movies.

Keywords: military movies, narrative analysis, content analysis, feminism,
soldier image
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Women's Growing Presence,
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