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Abstract

The United States President Donate Trump signed the executive order to withdraw from the
Pan Pacific Cooperation Organization (TPP) after he took office in January 2017. This decision
deviated from “Rebalancing Asia strategy,” was implemented by Obama Administration and U.S
gradually undermined its own role in deciding the economic order in Asia-Pacific region. President
Trump, who not only used to be a merchant but also an amateur politician, had a tremendous
difference from President Obama in U.S-China foreign policy. Because the U.S government system
adopts the presidential system, it means that the president has the final decision power of foreign
policy. Researching the cognitive factors of policy makers has become one of the important ways to
analyze the foreign policy of America. The purpose of this article is to try to interpret the Trump
administration's thinking and choices on China's foreign policy through the combination of theory
and policy. It will help observe the future course of U.S. foreign policy. Therefore, the focus of the
study will analyze Trump administration’s foreign policy toward China in 2017. The U.S foreign
policy is affected by the variables among policymakers’ perceptions, domestic issue and shifting of

distribution of power in the international structure. In order to answer the above research questions,
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this article will adopt neo-classical realism as a research approach, which combines the concepts of

power and ideology, to analyze the U.S strategies of perspective and decision toward China.

Keywords: Neo-Classical Realism, Foreign Policy, Trump Administration,
Ideology, Indo-Pacific Strategy
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