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The Singapore Submarine Security
Cooperation Policy from the
Perspective of Neo-Liberal
Institutionalism

Jhih-Siang Liu

Ph. D. Candidates, Department of Political Science, NTNU

Abstract

For Singapore, maritime safety is a matter of national prosperity. At present, the submarine
development in the South China Sea region is booming, and the development of submarine security
is the strategic planning and policy issue that Singapore must seriously consider. The purpose of the
study is to understand the motivations, mechanisms, and specific operations behind Singapore’s
policy of promoting submarine security cooperation. This can be used as a reference for small
countries to shape international norms. This article is based on the perspective of neo-liberal
institutionalism. It observes the promotion of Singapore's submarine security cooperation
mechanism through Southeast Asia and reduces the security risks arising from the increase of
submarines. The study finds that Singapore’s strategy for the actual operation of submarine security
is to use technology to provide public finance - maritime information to Changi Base's information
convergence center, establish the world’s first submarine safety information network, and call for
non-agile information sharing and propose to expand the applicable marine accidents. Meeting the
norms, discussing the drafting of the “Underwater accidents encountering rule”, and organizing
seminars and practical exercises for different forms of multilateral national submarine safety

meetings, countries’ consideration of absolute benefit has helped shape the preliminary specification
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of submarine safety cooperation. Judging from the substantive effects, Singapore’s promotion of
submarine safety cooperation only has preliminary results in setting the issues. Without major
submarine international conflict accidents, an international cooperation framework without legal
constraints may be established in the future. However, the cooperation mechanism relies on the
voluntary obedience of the member states for the regulation of the system, and will face great

challenges for Singapore to promote the development of submarine security cooperation.
Keywords: Submarine in the South China Sea, Submarine Safety Information

Portal, the Underwater Code for Unplanned Encounters at Sea,
Singapore submarine, Information Fusion Centre
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