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An Analysis of the Research, Development,
and Preparedness of China’s
Psychological Warfare

Hsueh-Chen Kuo Lu-Hsun Theodore Hung
PhD Student Professor/Director
Department of Political Science Department of Political Science

Abstract

Democracy and technological advances limits the usage of war in solving international conflicts,
and every country is forced to seek a new way to settle the conflicts. Therefore, the psychological
warfare has been a trend of modern times. Not only can psychological warfare exert a significant or
even a decisive influence on the result of the war, but it also plays an important role in safeguarding a
nation’s security and interests. China has never stopped its conspiracy of peaceful evolution against
Taiwan and has tried any possible way to hinder Taiwan’ development. In such a situation, a research
into China’ psychological warfare against our country has its practical meaning.

At present, there are lots of studies related to China’s psychological warfare. However, the
research which probes the preparedness of China’s psychological warfare in modern high-tech fighting
is rare. In order to systematically look into China’s psychological warfare, this paper gives an overall
introduction based on the books, journals, newspapers on China’s psychological warfare. Therefore,
this paper concerns the strategy, tactics and future development of China’s psychological warfare.

The theory of psychological warfare can be found in both western and Chinese military books.
Currently every military power gives its own definition of psychological warfare according to its
practical experience. China gives it such definition: psychological warfare is a unique fighting method
with psychology of human beings as the final goal, psychological theory as the basis, and propaganda
as a method, though irritation and impact are exerted on people’s consciousness, willingness and
emotion to make situations favorable to it. In this way, the battle field will be safeguarded and the
enemy will be defeated. It is a method to defeat the enemy psychologically.

The study of psychological warfare doesn’t lie in itself but in its great contribution to our troops.
From the practical situation, enhancing the psychological construction of the soldiers is an effective
way to fully develop its merit and avoid its shortcomings. Therefore, besides thinking about
psychological war and anti-psychological war in view of the national security, we have to enhance the
study and preparation of it to meet the challenges from China and consequently to take the preemptive
opportunity in the future wars.

Keywords:Psychological Warfare, War Preparedness, Strategy, Tactics.
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