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A Historical Analysis of Warfare
Communication Evolution in the West:
In Terms of Charisma, Communication

Technology, Media Roles in War

Perng-Cherng Fang
Assistant Professor
Department of Journalism

Abstract

Warfare communication is not neglected by scholars, but marginalized. From a holistic historical
perspective, this research adopts a document analysis approach and goes through three facets from

9 <

“charisma,” “communication technology,” to “the role the media play in the war.”

Charisma is a fortuity in human society, but heroic authority usually happens in a bloody era and
is an important factor in discussing warfare communication. Along with the development of
communication technology, the war of the media can be divided into five phases : war of the print
media, war of broadcasting, war of television, war of satellite, and war of cable television.

There are eight types of the role that western media play in the process of war: 1.bystanders of war
2.critics in the warfare report 3.interveners in the warfare decision 4.tools of revolution
5.propagandistic tools for war by government 6. guides or molders of public opinion 7.supplementary
channels of diplomatic negotiation and crisis management 8.part of the army. Except for the first type,

the other seven types clearly manifest the importance of communication during the war.

Keywords : Warfare Communication, Propaganda, Charisma, Communication
Technology, Public Relations, Embedded Journalist
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2 3(1992) g AR B ATR R 2 leri’!47fél"a§ R AR
FCA o F R 2~ B a4z Rivers (1970,1982) 3 4 2 5k 4548 & IR 2 o
Hoom DB p e chd B AH KBl TAp st o ¥ (1986) 25
LI A N S ot R L A 7&1‘§.va’;’—§‘ ARG AfAFE SN IIFLAE S K
R R A = o e o2 A T % Fo i eni 55—‘5 . an;F(ﬁ\m‘J{’L"F*f °

FoREFES G o A T § R GHTUR M- KA
BB AEAE T LR AT 4 ¢ A 2 BB R ok BE(FS.
Siebert) ~ # ¥ & (T.Peterson) ¥ 7 fF % (W.Schramm) # 1956 # % Hareh
PR FRNARBECH LA A LA K AL K2 ALE T Z%H(Siebert,
Peterson & Schramm,1956 )
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