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An Comparative Analysis ofthe Character
of the Three Editions of Princess
Durandot’s Comparison—Opera, Su-Chan
Opera and Hon-Nan Opera

Tzu-Ching Li
Lecturer
General Education Center

Abstract

This research aims to compare Puccini's opera “Torandot” with Chinese Torandot stories in Hon-Nan
opera and Su-Chan opera. Puccini's “Torandot”, his last masterpiece was mostly based on the Italian
dramatist Carlo Gozzi's play, written in the 18th centry. Puccini's “Torandot”, which salutes the power of
love and forgiveness, is replete with climaxes, choruses and pageantry.

Puccini's Turandot was first performed in Milan Scalla theatre on April 25. 1926, two years after his
death. Then in1998, the famous Chinese movie director, Chang yi-mou, successfully put it onto the Chinese
stage in Peking, almost exactly as it was, and caused a great sensation, which also attracted many Chinese
dramatists to try to rewrite the play to mix it with more Chinese culture.

Ming- Lun, Wei for example, one of the most outstanding representative writers in contemporary
China, who first tried to bring the story of “Turandot” into Su-Chan opera: “Princess Turandot”, is
especially recommended. He made such a big change in dealing with its plots, characters, crises,
conflicts, costumes, and music, much more different from those in Puccini’s opera. It’s interesting to
compare these two dramas in their writing styles.and to see how deep effects could be caused on
writers in the eastern and western world, due to the different cultural background.

National Guoguang Opera Company in Taiwan also invited Mr. Wei to re-create the play, but in
the form of Hon-Nan Opera. They tried to take in the charming and distinctive characteristics of
Hon-Nan opera to interpret Puccini’s work in a totally different perspective. In 2000, the first show of
Chinese “Princess Turandot” in Hon-Nan opera was presented by Guoguang Opera Company on
August 11th-13th. Surely the performance led to exciting discussions among the passionate audience.
They do appreciate this special opera in Chinese style and its sense of humor.

The original Turandot story, according to the fable that also inspired Gozzi’s play, tells about a
fairy-like beautiful Chinese princess, to whom many princes are eager to propose. However they have to
correctly guess the three riddles which Turandot sets. If they fail, they will lose their heads, which are
hanged later the wall and shown to the public. A new vision was made in *“ Princess Turandot” of Su-Chan
and Hon-Nan opera, whereas there are fewer cruel scenes, and the plots are warmer and softer.

Key words: Turandot Puccini Opera
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