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The Analysis of the Strategic Logic of
Network Warfare in China's PLA:
The Compartment and Application of
Network and Network-Centric Warfare

Lee, Cheng-Yu
Department of Political Science, ROC Military Academy

Abstact

Similar to the information warfare, the decisive factors of networked warfare still depend on the
person's intelligence and cognition, because they will define the ways and means that launch into
military modernization, and promote or control the application of military technology. In the networked
warfare concepts, people may be as the weak nodes of any networked system, an impediment to
technology fulfilling its potential. On the other hand, people as the strong nodes of a networked system;
the network merely absorbs, processes, and moves data, leaving people to do what information systems
cannot make hard and responsible choices. The article is belong with this core viewpoint, analyzes the
strategic logic of the networked warfare of China’s PLA, and expect through the spread of IT and
networking concepts and the changing nature of warfare argue for giving more attention and resources

to the cognizance of networked warfare, seeking the advantage of networked warfare.

Keywords:network warfare, network-centric warfare, strategic logic,
information warfare, computer network operations
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2 Ronald O’Rourke, Navy Network-Centric Warfare Concept: Key Programs and Issues for Congress
(Washington, DC: The Library of Congress, 2001), p.CRS-2.
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® Navy Network-Centric Warfare Concept: Key Programs and Issues for Congress , p.CRS-4.
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* Dennis Baer and kirk Michealson, Operations Analysis Support to Network Centric Operations
(McLean, Virginia: Booz Allen Hamiltion Press, 2004), p.1.

> Operations Analysis Support to Network Centric Operations, p.6.

6 US Army, USA Army War College Key Strategic Issues List ( Carlisle, Pennsylvania: Strategic Studies
Institute United States Army War College Press, 2007 ) , pp.1-13.

" USA Army War College Key Strategic Issues List, p.6.
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8 USA Army War College Key Strategic Issues List, pp.6-7.

® Operations Analysis Support to Network Centric Operations, p.12.

19 Operations Analysis Support to Network Centric Operations, p.13.

1 David C. Gompert, Irving Lachow, and Justin Perkins, Seeking Time-Information Superiority in
Networked Warfare (Washington, D.C: Center for Technology and National Security Policy by
National Defense University Press, 2006 ) ,pp.3-12.
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