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From Falkland Islands War to Second
Persian Gulf War: The Development Stages
of the Public Relations Warfare

Perng-Cherng Fang
Assistant Professor
Department of Journalism

Abstract

This study employs historical research and document analysis methods to examine differences
between the nature of initial and modern propaganda, and to further ascertain the implication of the
Public Relations Warfare for analyzing the development stages of Public Relations Warfare of military
during the Cold War and the post-Cold War era.

The purpose here focuses on the diverse development stages of the Public Relations Warfare,
mechanisms and measures, and the subsequent impacts.

A great deal of effort has been made on Public Relations Warfare in Taiwan. Little, however, was
known about studies of the longitudinal development stages from a historical perspective. This paper is
to make up for the deficiency.

This paper is divided into five categories. The first chapter of this paper is the introduction.
Secondly, the literature review, including the concepts of new propaganda, the implication of Public
Relations Warfare, post-Vietham blaming media syndrome, reformation in US public relations,
Revolution in Military Affairs, and Information Warfare. Thirdly, the discussing of Public Relations
Warfare in the Cold War era, including the Falkland Islands War, Grenada War, the US Invasion of
Panama, and the Persian Gulf War. Fourthly, the discussing of Public Relations Warfare in post-Cold
War era, such as the Operation Restore Hope in Somalia, the Operation Uphold Democracy in Haiti,
the Bosnian War, the Soviet war in Afghanistan, and the Second Persian Gulf War. The last chapter is

the conclusion.

Key words: propaganda, strategic communication, Vietnam syndrome,
military public relations, Revolution in Military Affairs,
Information Warfare, Public Relations Warfare
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