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Japan's Diplomatic Conflict in East Asia :
with a Focus on the Visits to the Yasukuni
Shrine

Cheng-Tsai Pan
Lecturer

Department of Political Science
Abstract

Junichiro Koizumi was in office from April 26" 2001 to September 26" 2006. During his tenure,
Koizumi advanced the Great Power Foreign Policy to transition Japan from an economic great power
to a military and political great power, and to enrich the cultural aspect to make possible a cultural
great power. The center task of Koizumi’s cabinet was to proactively develop Japan’s foreign relations.

Japan’s primary goal of the Great Power Policy was to become a permanent member in the United
Nation’s Security Committee in 2005. However the goal was not reached. When reviewing the various
factors contributing to the failure, what stood out was the imbalance of the Eastern Asia strategy. The
most symbolical example was Koizumi’s six continual visits to the Yasukuni shrine, a promise made in
the presidential election of the Liberal Democracy Party.

The primary diplomatic barrier between the Koizumi cabinet and China was Koizumi’s adoption
of strategic rival positions between the two countries, and the disagreement in the visits to the
Yasukuni shrine. In addition, the historical issues of the textbook revision, Nanjing massacre and
military prostitutes all promoted China to strongly oppose Japan’s becoming a permanent member in
the United Nation. Koizumi viewed China as a strategic rival, which led to the imbalance of the Eastern

Asia strategy.

Keywords: Big Power Policy, Junichiro Koizumi, Yasukuni Shrine, Foreign
Policy, China-Japan Relationship.
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