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The Difference of the Presentation in the Sources of 
Disaster News Between 

Xinhua News Agency and Central News 
-- As an Example of China's Sichuan Earthquake 
 

Chung-Yin Lin 
Captain Graduate student 

National Defense University Department of Journalism Institute 

Abstract 

The 2008 Great China earthquake, a 8.0 magnitude earthquake rocked central China on Monday, 

killing nearly 9,000 in Sichuan County, the news agencies between two sides across the Taiwan Strait 

reported the incident as a disaster, thus people could quickly understand the suffering of the victims. 

The purpose of this study to analyze the "China's Sichuan earthquake" disaster news contexts that 

Xinhua News Agency ÑXNAÒand the Central News Agency ÑCNAÒ reported, and adopted content 

analysis to compare the contexts produced by two news agencies that was in the framework of various 

types of information for the purpose of changing circumstances. 

First of all, the study found that the life cycle of the subject, the XNA reports continued to 

increase, while the CAN is a "latency period of rise, peak, recession," four stages. Secondly, they 

focused on " Solver " portfolio framework. 

In conclusion, there were clear differences between the two news agencies in different 

environments. That can be applied to our reference of the disaster news research.  

Keywords: China, Sichuan Earthquake, disaster news, the Xinhua News 
Agency, the Central News Agency, content analysis, 
framework , news source. 
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96.24ud.f.= 8�***p�.001U�Æ© Z [ \ q � < �� ÷ û 5 d ë V 

 
ã 4  � Ò \ u6Ó \ � < �� � ] ] 
 õ ã 

5 H 1  �I 1  
j Õ  78 �e  

Õ Û  Q F m Õ Û  Q F m 
1 2008.5.12 41 2.9 65 6.3 
2 2008.5.13 141 10. 164 15.9 
3 2008.5.14 183 13 165 16.0 
4 2008.5.15 156 11.1 168 16.2 
5 2008.5.16 207 14.7 129 12.5 
6 2008.5.17 149 10.6 98 9.5 
7 2008.5.18 129 9.2 86 8.3 
8 2008.5.19 210 14.9 87 8.4 
9 2008.5.20 192 13.6 72 7.0 

10 OR 1408 100 1034 100 
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� � � < G �@6Ó \ 6.3e¯�� Ò \ 2.9e� < � 
 � V6Ó \ � 2�4
�õ à( ) s × @ 15.9e@� � µ ¶ � < �. � Ò \ Ã�� 5�� e �Z� N �

l� < ^ © � % ð ��� 5u8u9�@ 13.6e@� ´ Å µ ¶ � < V 
6Ó \ � 2�5 ��@ H � Ò \ I � 1u7 �t � : @ � ñ 10e@� %� �

� < ^ �� ( � < V3ñ �6Ó \ �� 6�� e %� < ^ º » · � �. � Ò \ Î

� s } %x O V 
< Ë ç @ ç � �& ' ( ) � � �6	 8 9 �lg x 3©�x O · �à�g x

  ó �%] ] � �6Ó \ © � � Ä �. e \ �� 2�5�õ ÷ � = � 10e@� �

< ^ + ³ �ç � e m n � < î a % - � � � � �� Ò \ �@ Ê | } � < ^ %a �

� � V 
� � �g G ® � x O 3©�\ � ý ] s × h � � � È g G �hX ¬ Z [ \

%« � � ( � � V � ] � Þ ß 72 � � %K g Ë i � W ð � · 	 K G Ç u \ Z

` þ M � �   � = W ¸ ¹ � < ^ % ¯�W . �A + C ) � 	 � e �6Ó \ à(

) � � % � i K� 6�� e � N � � �3] �g x � � �6	 8 9 %� Ò \ N

¼ %ò i V 
9 n . ä �6Ó \ h ! g G 	 �m n �K g x %� < ^ � 
 � + ³ �à

� � � � � � � Å å � Ê � 9 ��9 ç % � � �. � Ò \ hg G 	 �m n �

Â � 1 $ �@� î % � � V¨ q � � � P2005Uà ý þ � ( ) g G ð � � �

  Åz ��F G 	 �m n àg x � < �Z � � Ü Û � $ �@� Z Á Ä Å� �

� � a � x � � 7 � � g x � � K q 0 d + r � Û ê Ë Ë �. � � � � ª a

� �ÅO V 
P�Um n %� < ] ^ l& ' ( ) % � � � � � � 6] ^ 
 ó � 
ª I � ° �� � X ¬ Z [ \ % = �� < ^ � 
 � + ³ �K, 2u, 3 ç è é

� Ò \ u6Ó \ � < ( ) s × % � � � � � � � 
 ó x � �X tà�� � � < ^

% z � � · �3�% � � V 
� Ò \ Ä Å A $ z � � ��� $ � < z � � � l( ) %]��� � �� < ^

% 13e���$ � < z � � 2008 � 5 � 16 �: % ð H 14.7e��A $ � < z

� �  � ] ^ � < Æ ¯ � � �Ã� 2008 � 5 � 19u20 � ¦ ê X �� 
 R 14.9
eu13.6eV 

6Ó \ Ã� @ ( ) ]�i ¦ ê A �h� $ z � � �z � � � @ = � 15.9e@
� � � ^ ] µ ¶ � < �7 e = �@ 4e s � ^ º ] s } V§ ¨ �6Ó \ � � Ò \

l � � � � � � 
 ó � �³ ¹ Ä �Â � � u� � � uz � � u� � � �M& $ �

� á / % � � V 
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, 2  � Ò \ � < �� � ] ^ 
 ó x �  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, 3  6Ó \ � < �� � ] ^ 
 ó x �  
 
Æ e �K, 4u, 5 ç @ è é X ¬ m n � < %� � x � VX t � : ��

�� \ � � Ò \ ç @© � ³ Ä � § Û � � �Å å �q 6Ó \ � � ¶ � ��3

�V 
ü ¨ 
 � �r � � W´ Å µ ¶ � < � � � � � ´   � � % ¿ ± ª �� à

� � � � �Ê ª � t �Ãg G � � º » ã V � < % � �PMcCombs�2004T
23UV§ ¨ �6Ó \ �� & �P2008/5/15U�@ = �l 6e@� %� < ^ º

] s � V 
� ��� Ò \ àg G � � l\ Á � Ì 6q 7 � � � � � z { 3 4 �� ç 1 ¹
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� 10e@� %� � ^ V 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, 4  � Ò \ � < �� � ] ^ ¢ ó � 
 �  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
, 5  6Ó \ � < �� � ] ^ ¢ ó � 
 �  

��������C D � � � � 7 8 E � @ A BC D � � � � 7 8 E � @ A BC D � � � � 7 8 E � @ A BC D � � � � 7 8 E � @ A B  

P�Um n � < & ' ( ) � � ; %· > a b + c p a � � ï ] ^ � 
a b + ch�� � %a b Ô Õ t�� � �� � [ b % ² N K £ I �P ¤ ¬

¥�2006UVl�� 0 � g G � � �6��a b + c�hm n J ; � %ãÅ��

m Ç � Ì 6�4 Í Î� $ ç X I F %ï ð w ± Ï� ° %© í � �� h� � µ ¶ %

Î ¼ å � P ½ b ¾ �1991T41� 7 	 8 �1999T322� � � � �2005T93UV 
ã 5 ¹ � �� Ò \ u6Ó \ � < & ' ( ) %a b + c�] ] 
 õ x � �@ _

� î Í Q h ô � ( Pχ2 = 39.23�d.f.= 2�***p�.001U�Æ© Z [ \ q a b + c

÷ û 5 d ë V 
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¦ 79.5e�h � �a b + c � ï Æ z V7 ]���A t�h 174]�¦ 12.4e�

Æ t h�r s t��Ã� 114]�¦ 8.1eV 
@ t �6Ó \ l 1034 Ã6��?@ t� X � h© 	 a b + c�] ] � 720

]�¦ 69.6e�h � �a b + c � ï Æ z V7 ]���A t�h 223]�¦ 21.6
e�Æ t h�r s t��� 91]�¦ 8.8eV 

 
ã 5  � Ò \ u6Ó \ � < � ; a b + c�] ] 
 õ ã 

5 H 1  �I 1  
j Õ  

g h � i  
k    M Õ Û  Q F m Õ Û  Q F m 

1 · ( � 114 8.1 91 8.8 
2 � � � 1120 79.5 720 69.6 
3 µ ¶ � 174 12.4 223 21.6 
4 OR 1408 100 1034 100 

χ2 = 39.23�d.f.= 2�***p�.001 
 
ü �@� ç � �X < Ë ç @Æ ¬ Z [ \ àa b + c� ° �l � ] ã 0 � �«

Z * � � ; 0 h�?@ tu�A tur s t�V 
3ñ � � � àa b + c%� ° � � « ñ �: j - ( Æ�l��A t�� ° �

ï � Í ê § � VK, 6 a b + c � ï,�ç @ è é 6Ó \ 21.6e�¯�� Ò \

12.4e�X t� � Í ¨ 9.6e� � � � Ò \ à�A t� N 	 � ³ ´ ª q s × � G

I ?@ � j ¬ w ± %� ° �¯� © ª � v P ] 6Ó \ � ° �¯V 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, 6  � Ò \ � < � ; a b + c� � ï
 õ , 
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, 7  6Ó \ � < � ; a b + c� � ï
 õ , 
 
P�Ul � � � � � � 6�� < � ; · > a b + c � ï ] ^ � � � 
l�g G � � �% � � � � � � 6�� tÁ § ( g G s × % � � q � � ��

. 	 � àa b + c%� ° à å �1 ¹ � ; H S « e % ° [ V3�[ b Ô Õ tlg

G � � � � � �7 5 ¢ u� ­ u° [ �@ H ( @ � ª \ Á � % I J * · 
 3��

= > 2 3 ~ l � � % � � �Z� 1 ¹ � [ %¢ Á V 
`ã 6u7 ¹ � �� Ò \ u6Ó \ � < · > a b + c p a l � � � � � � 6

% = � � � x � �_ � î Í Q h ô � ( P� Ò \ χ2= 42.980�d.f.= 16�***p�.001�
6Ó \ χ2 = 112.150�d.f.= 16 �***p�.001U�Æ© X ¬ Z [ \ %a b + cq q

� < �� ÷ û 5 d ë V 
 

�A tr
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� �� � � �
?@ tr
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ã 6  � Ò \ � < a b + cq � < �� � + ¬ ã 

g h � i  
j Õ  7 8 � e ­ Û Q F m 

· ( � � � � µ ¶ � 

OS R 

Q F m 

1 2008�5�12� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

6 
14.6 

26 
63.4 

9 
22 

41 
100 

2 2008�5�13� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

6 
4.3 

114 
80.9 

21 
14.9 

141 
100 

3 2008�5�14� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

15 
8.2 

131 
71.6 

37 
20.2 

183 
100 

4 2008�5�15� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

9 
5.8 

139 
89.1 

8 
5.1 

156 
100 

5 2008�5�16� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

27 
13 

163 
78.7 

17 
8.2 

207 
100 

6 2008�5�17� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

13 
8.7 

124 
83.2 

12 
8.1 

149 
100 

7 2008�5�18� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

9 
7 

105 
81.4% 

15 
11.6 

129 
100 

8 2008�5�19� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

15 
7.1 

167 
79.5 

28 
13.3 

210 
100 

9 2008�5�20� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

14 
7.3 

151 
78.6 

27 
14.1 

192 
100 

10 OR 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

114 
8.1 

1120 
79.5 

174 
12.4 

1408 
100 

χ2 = 42.980�d.f.= 16 �***p�.001 
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ã 7 6Ó \ � < a b + cq � < �� � + ¬ ã 

g h � i  
j Õ  7 8 � e ­ Û Q F m 

· ( � � � � µ ¶ � 
OS R 
Q F m 

1 2008�5�12� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

21 
32.3 

23 
35.4 

21 
32.3 

65 
100 

2 2008�5�13� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

23 
14.0 

85 
51.8 

56 
34.1 

164 
100 

3 2008�5�14� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

12 
7.3 

121 
73.3 

32 
19.4 

165 
100 

4 2008�5�15� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

13 
7.7 

127 
75.6 

28 
16.7 

168 
100 

5 2008�5�16� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

3 
2.3 

112 
86.8 

14 
10.9 

129 
100 

6 2008�5�17� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

8 
8.2 

73 
74.5 

17 
17.3 

98 
100 

7 2008�5�18� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

6 
7 

64 
74.4 

16 
18.6 

86 
100 

8 2008�5�19� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

1 
1.1 

65 
74.7 

21 
24.1 

87 
100 

9 2008�5�20� 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

4 
5.6 

50 
69.4 

18 
25 

72 
100 

10 OR 
­ Û  
78 �e ] 
 Q F m 

91 
8.8 

720 
69.6 

223 
21.6 

1034 
100 

χ2 = 112.150�d.f.= 16 �***p�.001 
 
ª I � ° �G H l?@ t 
 � �� Ò \ �� 1�i@ 63.4%h© 	 � ° à å �

v 7 e ¦ ê 8 �� = � : � ñ 70%@� h© 	 a b + c�. 6Ó \ Ã� � 3�8
��Z 70%@� � = �� < ^ V 

7 ]�l�A t B 
 �X ¬ Z [ \ : �� 4�6 � � ° � ï Æ t �. �� 1
�3�u� 7�9� � ° � ï � � � �V 

3ñ �� � � N ¨ � % � � x � �6Ó \ � ° � ï 5 � 4 � ÷ 20%@� �

H ¯ ÷ 34.1%�3��� Ò \ 4 2 �J 20%�@6Ó \ � ° x � $ ¯V @ �

î ß �à�r s t B 
 �6Ó \ Æ ¯ ­ ÷ 32.3%�¯�� Ò \ Æ z % 14.6%V

3ñ � � 3 %� X ¬ Z [ \ àr s t� ° � � lg G ���õ ÷ e � Æ z �

ïV 
§ ¨ �K, 8u, 9 ç @ è é � Ò \ u6Ó \ � < a b + c�r s tu?@
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tu�A t% ] ^ 
 ó x � Vl� � � � � � � �¢ � �a b + c�� < µ ¶  

Å�� � w Ä 7 6 � � �� Ò \ l ¦ ê 9� � < ñ ò %a b + cµ ¶ �: � 6Ó

\ %� < � � � � V 
� ä ��6Ó \ �� 1�P2008/5/12U�a b + c A � ]> È �· @A 
 �

� � : 
 õ �. �� 2�P2008/5/13Ui�r s t º ] s } �	 `�A t º » %

¯� G H � 3�� e �µ ¶ Z � � V 
� Ò \ ø R à�A tH r s t%� ; � : Ü Û ® � � ï� � © � % k

5 T i �3] 6Ó \ ® � à A t%� ° � ï Á § ( � � a ��. r s tÃ

Ò � s } V s ä ��X Y m n l g G � � � < %a b + c� ° � ï µ ¶ x

� 3�V  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, 8  � Ò \ � < �a b + c ] ^ 
 ó x �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

, 9  6Ó \ � < �a b + c ] ^ 
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s ð � �K, 10u, 11 ç : ©- à� Ò \ u6Ó \ � ; a b + c� A > p

a % � ï� � V 
,ã � � � Ä X Y m n l ( ) ��� � P2008/5/12Uàa b + c� ;

% Í ê � � Ò \ @�?@ t p a �Æ z �6Ó \ Ã� a b + c · 
 } Z :

MV  
@ t �r � Ò \ l� 4�P2008/5/15UH 6Ó \ � 5�P2008/5/16U%�?

@ t�� ï % ð � ���A t�p a Ãz à � t �X t{ ha �VÆ e �� ¹ R

ú % 
 � � X ¬ Z [ \ I ls × ÔA �%· �z ê � t �l� 4�� e % = ��

; � ïI J d � : M� � Ä Å ¯ ° � � ª · � x � V 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, 10  � Ò \ � < �a b + c = � ] ^ ± ² , 
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��������� �� �� �� �  

��������� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �  

P�Um n � < 6 	 &' ( ) � � % � <]^ h ^ � m n % � <]^l� �

s × % � � � � � �6 ] ^ 
 ó � 
������������ 
� � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � �� � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � �� � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � �� � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � � ����� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � ����� � � � � 
 � �� � � � � 
 � �� � � � � 
 � �� � � � � 
 � �

�������� ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * + ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * + ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * + ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * + ����, �- ., �- ., �- ., �- . //// 
K � � ° ± ç � �� Ò \ h F g G G I | } ( � m n �l 9� � <^ x �

� � � � �.6 Ó \ h � I | } ( Ó � m n �àg G � � � � ç % �Â � �u

� � �uz � �u� � ��& $ � � á / % ñ ò �Ë . § � � � � � � ³ � a

´V 
�um n � < 6 	 &' ( ) � � � ; % · > a b + c p a � ï � 
 �l � �

� � � �6 �m n � <� � ; % · > a b + c � ï � � � 
��0��0��0��0 
P�UX ¬ Z [ \ àg G � � � a b + c � ° � ï �@ ? @ t Æ z �7 ] h

� A t �.Æ } Ã � r s t V 
g G s × 6 �? @ t p a �z $ � 7 � a b + c t : á � � ­ å õ é � þ
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