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The Difference of the Presentation in the Sources of
Disaster News Between
Xinhua News Agency and Central News
-- As an Example of China's Sichuan Earthquake

Chung-Yin Lin
Captain Graduate student
National Defense University Department of Journalism Institute

Abstract

The 2008 Great China earthquake, a 8.0 magnitude earthquake rocked central China on Monday,
killing nearly 9,000 in Sichuan County, the news agencies between two sides across the Taiwan Strait
reported the incident as a disaster, thus people could quickly understand the suffering of the victims.

The purpose of this study to analyze the "China's Sichuan earthquake" disaster news contexts that
Xinhua News Agency (XNA ) and the Central News Agency (CNA) reported, and adopted content
analysis to compare the contexts produced by two news agencies that was in the framework of various
types of information for the purpose of changing circumstances.

First of all, the study found that the life cycle of the subject, the XNA reports continued to
increase, while the CAN is a "latency period of rise, peak, recession," four stages. Secondly, they
focused on " Solver " portfolio framework.

In conclusion, there were clear differences between the two news agencies in different

environments. That can be applied to our reference of the disaster news research.

Keywords: China, Sichuan Earthquake, disaster news, the Xinhua News
Agency, the Central News Agency, content analysis,
framework , news source.
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