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Ranks, Symbols and Roles : the Molding
Technigue to Cast Servicemen in a Mold of
Military Role through Soldiers’
Socialization at Military Institutes

Shu-fen Chien
Associate Professor
Department of Psychology and Social Work, National Defense University

Abstract

The rank that is the core value of military culture performs an normative function to mold officers
and soldiers how to play their military roles. In this essay, the analytic approach for investigating the
molding technique about casting servicemen in a mold of military role, the author gives attention to the
military stratification and the symbols of rank implications with a view of formally theoretical
ethnography of sociology. Armed forces are the organizations that have characteristics of
bureaucracy ~ formality ~ collectivity and emphasizing signs. For such organization, the rank has
important influences for role molding on soliers' socialization at military institutions. In every day life,
any where and any time, lots of the signs of rank through symbolic interaction molds officers and
soldiers to play their military role. Therefore, from a view of the symbolic interaction of subject and
object in the military socialization, this paper explores the molding technique of how to operate the

symbols of rank implications in casting the characterstics of military role.

Key Words : military socialization ~ soldiers’ role ~ role molding ~ rank »
symbol -~ totle institution
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