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To Analyze Our Military News Publicity
from the Concept of Strategic
Communication in the Current
Information Era

Jung-Chiao Lou Chih-Way Lee
Associate Professor PhD Candidate
Department of Journalism Department of Political Science
National Defense University National Defense University
Abstract

The 911 attacks set off a whole new concept and understanding of U.S. national security. At the same time, the
impact of public communications was augmented along with the advancement of digital technology, making the
media in the Arab World most influential to the global political affairs. For example, the TV network Al Jazeera
began its broadcast in 1996 and gained worldwide attention when it was the only channel to cover the war in
Afghanistan, causing an obvious conflict with the U.S. benefits. When the United States of America and United
Kingdom together started the Iraq War in 2003, the international public opinion opposing the USA was dreadfully
fierce, and the Arab World became extremely hostile; until then the American government finally realized that the
international public opinion had enormous effects on its nation’s security and benefits.

Therefore, the U.S. Defense Science Board submitted a report about strategic communication in 2004 to
highlight the importance of maintaining the nation’s benefits by using and integrating the following four tools:
public diplomacy, public affairs, international broadcasting services and information operations.

The Republic of China Armed Forces has always put focus on strategic decisions, which initiated the topic for
this thesis. Cutting from the angle of communication research methods, this report analyzes the concept of strategic
communication based on various documents and records. The content includes what kind of strategic
communication our military currently adopts for news publicity; and under such concept can news publicity be
improved and be more effective? This research found that the present know-how and channels for our military news
publicity have already taken in some basic ideas of strategic communication. The next steps should be concentrated

on training and organizing the professional staff as well as building-up a comprehensive news database.

Key words : Strategic Communication, News Publicity, Public Diplomacy, Public Affairs,
Digital Technology, International Broadcasting services
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