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L_ooking for Soft Power and Sharp
Power inside Hard Power:
Non-Military Operations during Wars

Sheng-Che Kuo

Associate Professor, Psychology and Social Work, National Defense University

Abstract

Based on the already well-known contrast between hard power and soft power, this article
proposes to add the third type of power into the model — sharp power. Sharp power is conceptually
unique since it comes both with soft power’s non-cohesive and hard power’s initiative-pushful
nature, which helps us to reach a more comprehensive understanding of how three types of power
work in the real world. This article tries to examine if sharp and soft power can be found in a typical
hard power operation — wars, and it can demonstrate the interconnected and inseparable
relationships among the three if so. After examining the major wars in the 15" and 16"century
Europe, many sharp and soft power actions are found and have great impacts on the consequences
of these wars. In the conclusion, the concept of “embeddedness” is used to describe the relationships
among the three: sharp and soft power are imbedded in hard power. As a hard power is in action,
such as war, sharp and soft power might emerge and operate with various degrees of strength and
influences. If the embeddedness can properly describe the relationships among three, the future
research needs to explain the mechanism of why and how sharp and soft power occur and how they

develop from hard power. Modern wars are also proposed to be analyzed in the future research.

Keywords: hard power, soft power, sharp power, wars, embeddedness
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