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Abstract

In 1978, China started its opening -up economic reform with a politically left and
economically right model. That is, they tried to build a free-market economy on the basis
of communist ideology and the result is China has been turned into a world factory and a
world market, becoming the world’s second-large economy, next to the United States. In
2013, the one-belt-one-road initiative raised by Shi Jinping, China’s leader, has also
grabbed the international attention.

The purpose of the belt and road initiative is to expand the ancient silk roads on the
Asia-European continent and the sea lanes through the Pacific, Indian Ocean, and the
Mediterranean in order to create a platform for economic cooperation for all the countries
in the aforementioned areas. In addition, this economic cooperation might give China a
leverage to expand its diplomatic and military influence on the global arena while
competing with Western countries.

This thesis examines China’s belt and road strategy and its connection with sea
power expansion from the perspective of geo-strategy so that we get to understand
Chinese navy’s future designs and focuses. The findings of this thesis will provide counter

strategies against China’s Navy development along its belt and road initiative.

Keywords: One belt and one road , Geo-strategy, Sea Power Expansion, Navy

Development.
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