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Abstract

Cultural hegemony is proposed first by Italian scholar Antonio Gramsci who
argues a state has cultural means, other than military prowess, to subdue groups of
people and this concept has been expanded to international communities by a
Canadian Robert W. Cox.

Using this theory, this thesis examines the public opinion warfare executed on
Taiwan by China, including the background, media, control mechanics,
capabilities, and targets. Judging from the news agenda on public opinions across
the Taiwan strait, we realize that China’s public opinion warfare could impact and
shape the minds and political development on this island.

This thesis finds that, first, public opinion warfare is a politic-social behavior
that can transmit and shape the thoughts and minds of a society; second, the
changes in China’s strategies and targets have deepened China’s influence on
Taiwan; third, the effects of China’s public opinion warfare help to rationalize its

work on Taiwan.

Key words: Neo-Gramscian School, cultural hegemony, public opinion

warfare
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