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Abstract

According to the " White Paper on China's National Defense in 2004", the Chinese
Communist Party for the first time mentioned the "initiative of military cooperation and
exchanges" at the strategic level, actively engaged in strategic negotiations with major
countries and neighboring countries and launched bilateral or multilateral joint military
exercises. After president Xi Jinping assumed power in 2012, he continued the active
implementation of military diplomacy strategy. With more PLA joint maritime
exercises being held, the Chinese Communist Party tried to make outward security
guarantees to eliminate the doubts among the West followed by China’s military
modernization. In addition to clarifying the international "China Threat Theory", the
Chinese Communist Party is even more desirable to create the image of a responsible
great power in order to meet its current foreign policy on the principle of increasing
military mutual trust and enhancing peace among neighboring countries.

This study uses "Strategic Communication" of the United States as a research
approach. It discusses how the PLA joint maritime exercises integrates informations to
change the attitudes of domestic and foreign target audiences through the military level
of strategic communication, such as Information Operations(IO), Psychological
Operations(PO), Public Affairs(PA), and Defense Support to Public Diplomacy(DSPD) ,
and further influences the international perceptions of China's national image and the
military threat in order to safeguard the its' national security interests.

Through the method of literature analysis, the study also analyzes the effects of
PLA joint maritime exercises through foreign media and documents reports about
opinion feedbacks of other exercises participants and in combination of main poll
surveys on Chinese overall military growth and national image .The research results

indicate that the Chinese Communist Party not only tries to create a great image of



peaceful rise but also strengthens regional security stability and consolidate its' interests
through joint maritime exercises to some extent, which helps increase military mutual
trust among other exercises participants. On the other hand, the study also finds that the
strategic communication of the PLA joint maritime exercises is not yet mature. It is
mainly due to the lack of a two-way communication mechanism and the lack of a
receiver-centric mode of communication, so that the goodwill and messages released by
the PLA joint maritime exercises cannot be universally accepted by the mainstream
democratic societies of the West.

Key Words: Military Diplomacy, Joint Maritime Exercise,

Strategic Communication, China Threat Theory, National Image
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Informational, Military and Economic Power. Many writers include Law
Enforcement and Intelligence capabilities in the line-up. However, national
security straregy only reflecis the first four
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3 RS. Zaharna, “The Network Paradigm of Strategic Public Diplomacy,” Foreign Policy in Focus,

Vol. 10 No. 1, April 2005.
4 Charles Wolf, Jr. and Brian Rosen, Public diplomacy: How to think about and improve it(Santa
Monica: RAND, 2004), pp.3
° U.S. Department of State, Dictionary of International Relations Terms( Washington, D.C: U.S.
Department of State., 1987), p.85.
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Bruce Gregory, “Public Diplomacy as Strategic Communication,” in James J. F. Forest ed.

Countering Terrorism and Insurgency in the 21st Century: International Perspectives. Volume 1:

Strategic and Tactical Considerations (Westport, Connecticut: Praeger Security International, 2007),

p. 336.

“George Washington’s Farewell Address” in Thomas G. Paterson , ed. , Major Problems in American
Foreign Policy : Documents and Essays , 2 vols.( Lexington , Mass.: Heath , 1984), vol.1, p.77

Arthur A. Bardos, Public Diplomacy: an Old Art, a New Profession, Vqronline, Summer 2001, At

http://www.vqronline.org/viewmedia, pp/8196.(Assessed 2017/11/9)

? Hans N. Tuch, Communicate with the World: U. S. Public Diplomacy Oversea (New York: St.
Martin’s Press, 1990.) p.14.

0 Marshall V. Ecklund, “Strategic Communications: How to Make It Work?” IO Sphere, Fall, 2005,

p. 6.
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