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Asymmetric Warfare:
Its Social Characteristics and the
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Sheng-Che Kuo

Associate Professor
Department of Psychology and Social Work
Fu Hsing Kang College, National Defense University

Abstract

Asymmetrical warfare are unconventional strategies and tactics adopted by a force when the
military capabilities of belligerent powers are not simply unequal but are so significantly different
that they cannot make the same sorts of attacks on each other. There are two main purposes in this
article. First one is to present the social characteristics of asymmetrical warfare, in other words,
what social purposes, social means and social consequences it tries to take and reach; the second
one is to show how involved officials and soldiers feel by performing missions in asymmetrical
warfare. This paper first traces the background that brings out asymmetrical warfare. It is found that
it is exactly the globalized communication networks that facilitate the formation and development of
this war. The paper then introduces five unique social characteristics in this war. Then military-
sociological analyses on asymmetric warfare are presented. In the end, several suggestions for the

future research are proposed in the conclusion.

Keywords: Asymmetrical warfare, Military sociology, Terrorist
organization, Information and communication technologies
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A S FE B (asymmetric warfare) & A\ SR S _F € R HYER A A 8 (R B AY
FE - TDEfERCEEE T E ) R A LAY - DIE N W B IR A EA L %
HIPEE T =TT T - 993807 BRALAY IR B 4R SRR Bkl ~ 5B EREEIA
FEE s BT I e S B0 07 =X R A~ S B 52 (Sexton, 2014) - & B7H K IHFRF
B BTERIESAEBNER - AURE R #T A IEEHE
HE—REE; 5 WAL E TR th i) BB 7 (R IE R ESE DL - 5t
BoRS T EEARUET I — HV S Y = » 598 7RI T 3 % IRE
VBT BIEE R NEERES - TR - SR ma R
P~ 2 AEES ERVEFENED - R ASE TR S R AL T -

HE A FAEANOF M RSB IR R HE SR L5 M E MEREE
BN E X AR e — B AR FER A B4R, - B R T RE E /N
K77~ FRINE EFISEMIER ST ERIREA - SEE R E R T Rk
AIERFR | (constabulary force) (Janowitz, 1960) o &2 [k i HoAth 2 AR (DI
BB BB A 45 o B 20 4E M T % (peacekeeping) ~ £ & I S
(peacemaking) ~ 7% fl1°F (peacebuilding) ~ A1 58 i #h 1T (peace enforcement)
(5, Caforio, 2009) - HEZRE BT A NIREE RBIERF: - EEFLBTRIE
RN ERENE - LR B f4ge DA B Tt —i3h - il T IRk 2
H(FF | (Military Operations Other Than Wars, MOOTW)&( 2 " FISE L&
¥5 | (Peace Support Operations) (Nuciari, 2006:68) °

F T AR RE B ST BIRRE T — RO R Y (R - A RIS R
fRth S A E EARE S BL4EE - BT (new wars) (Kaldor, 1999) ~ AR
HIJ % 5% (irregular wars, IW) (Hoffman, 2006) ~ & %€ 17 #fj(stability operations)
(Franke, 2006) ~ #2 ¥t &L (counterinsurgency, COIN) (Aylwin-Foster & Army,
2005) ~ ZE VU {LEE & (fourth generation wars) (Lind, 2004) -~ 4= #H 5% & F (full
spectrum wars) (Goff, 2004) ~ {K5#EEE F#(low-intensity wars) (Smith, 2003) » $3#
= B2 5 DUIR S T A AL A I R 2L B SR S R T & T Y BOR 5
(Galula, 2006) » i EFFEERF AL R i 1252 il Py (R SOBECF RV E 2 A
'H (Caforio, 2008, 2013) - :E1EE R R 28EE - PEITER - Bl &
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RN EE RN E TS IFHEFIEHAVEERAALS - FF L e
HUS H B SR R PR GRAVE 2812 - bR T R— AT AR R B B (ISIS)
FIEHZH AR (AL Qaeda)dh » S AHEZLMHAH SR M (M T 253 » FEGEPIEPR ~ fif
TEMNFIEEM(RE Weimann, 2005) o 72 He4HGRIE A EHTHELF0Y HAVELE %8
B[ o] RV F-E » BIEEAS (E6% - EEHNBUATLY - BERPRRECREE
(i FTR AR PR PR B A SRR RE A BV ER4R - B - M7 KRR
FZVER RS > A6 DAJUIR AU ~ DA B RG SR EU AT~ B 5 - SR EL
FE TV RS » DASE MM U7 Ry &% H #Y(Caforio, 2008) -

ARICH HIVAE 23R A HEEF oYL &R/ - WEtE 5988 7 PR ey I g
TR EHEME G RE - DU g B R o g H VB B - AL
W [EFF 2R 2 SRR R E O AR 8 I - NEASO RSt
Bt — T RERTE TRV R IR ST T E AR - BN ERESRELEER
TR B SR Ry o BT A B 9T F B BB A - DA Ry 24800 7 N E B S
SIBEHIHITRER

AR E B 40 BB A I 2 5 5 > A ER R B2 U EE
ErE RO - EREGE R TTEL - B IR N SR R0 E RS
TR o B IRMTR M AHE S S 2RI A RIER N N SR R A IT A
R BRE—HEIHS RN EHERE RS AE R - WEER
BHEVE » _BAEIH e BTN RETE R AU ST AR » ASE R E ST B Al
PP A& B B E S F 25T E T o S SLE ARG B S A]
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A - FEAHEERENRERT R

[ AN B R R AR R AURR - RS B E S A4 el el g - HEe
EERIFE R EY - FR X BURVRREZFEEE (guerrilla warfare) » /2
fa L 95380 — DT SR AU B B Y U7 B GR B T 0 U7 i » OBAE ST - FEAE
fRLUERIT I HE - S & A (Levy, 1964; Asprey, 2002) = FELL/NEKHY
BE L AR HERLE SAFREEAE AR - #E5EITLIEE
LR T CBLsaEA T e - sl B TR R - 2 b - R
B E AR A BRI 22 5 S Pt A B o ERREHE 2 ER—
(&l 58 A {4 = 0 ) & B R R W i D2 B 5 ep - NETRER R AR S E
B REHY SR ~ FEEFTEE ~ RS Ih ey S ERA LT A -

MHE MFeY » ANETHECFEARE S R E R m N e B R AR » R
A & & =N B {H 45 B} 7 (information and communication technologies, ICTs)
(Hartman, 2002) - BAE R ERBRHAVRE 2 2B A R MEAY (E6E - S
A CTEEAIR ] ~ BER HECAMERRIVE R E - EREZEIV BRGNS
A —E M ET) - EM: =S ETEEBLE S (Van Dijk, 2002) o 72257 (0
A ERECE TSRS LB SR A - BE L BRI AT R 4l
71 (FE eV 4EPR 4 S BT RS AV RHCRE B LR Ry A TR SR B -

AR AR LA — ¥ % (one-to-al DHY RYRE [ BRAEAVAEPRAE RS Al
& 2§ % (many-to-many) FY 24 B8 » 7 5t /2 T [ Pt ZA R0 Y 14 B 2L 58 (social
network) = 5 E [B0 5¢ P A A HY SR B R RHRL - FEBC S BR B R Ay 48 PR A
B o A STEITEIACE (T - m - EE) - 2 AR EEEE S
BN > AR R 2 T R | (virtual sanctuary)fVJRIR 495
ERFEREMN S ERIEAVETER - BN Pa IR E - M slEn
g ~ SeE IR BN A BRVEISR B e T =X - 4EFRAEER s0 2k i A & B 3l
e AVMERAEZEEE/DERE /PR A G 2 I - A E
AT E A E R BRI - B0 - EREELEENE TR - (HEIEMi4H 4%
ME - BRT2FE > W DEREBEEE BIVAS » T2 RHEM -
FE B4 - RS EREREN TR E(Metz, 2000; Nissen, 2007) -

HINE TR EZIN S - SRS e EH A /Y e B ESE
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isH &k = A2 MG AHE - (TEAR SR e 5 - RERNENTREAH
BLAGIRCL B Ry - NS B I i B A I AT A 1 MBS
WUEAR By (B EELEVE )5 T S A — ([ 52 (Caforio, 2009) - iS{ESPE /7B
T B AG T AL 2 G0 TS - TR R AR A S R G iR H i & T
3 BN Ry i aH A e B E R R 2 45 P8 T 1 & AR S RS [
TEAERTHI R IIAMA o N — Bt ilis S8 E S 5 g R ER A A A -

S~ AHTEERFVER AR

JE N EE ERAHMEFNVEEAT R - TREEEE T AEH
BRSSO MAHSS - EASCHYES Bt M 4R S5E TR & A
AR SR BARUAE - AN REBF T B ANELIRTEE - 558577%
PRGN R A M AEAR - RIILE TS am IR 5925 07 £ H 0 2

B EFH B M EA S LMEGE R B RN EE Sk 5595855
FRA i i ) B s A A (AR S B iR msh - iUz Y2 59835 MUT
P BUEDIR ~ LR - 2V - b BRFAVFECEO EAY - L2 0 B
FHHINABEGE TR LRSS RV - SRS N BB 7 RO E
ERVEGE - SRS R IRAN X EEDIA R Fil(Caforio, 2008) -

HREREAE T - 15 & R 155 1Y S 28 1A S T 2 0 1t BRI
BILEABNET ~ ey ARG ENEREUN © I - BRFAEEZE—fEm ]
BREITT By > 12—t & T #£(social engineering) (Nagl, 2002:66) - 7.5k &
St BRI B S R S ORI T~ RASEGS RS A - e E i
[ B PR A R AR TE TR 228 - (15 & B = R B B2 W BURT A -
B AR R H CE A SR (Dimitriu, 2012) -

B {HREREGS ARt HE RAVATE » e BiERERITHI RET
N - %ITRAARGE 2SR B - HAS5E T HATGE 2
FUAERIT RARE S0 ~ ST E iV SR ~ ROEBUN 88 T ey EsE -
S FIMUTBUN HE RN H AR - (515 8 CAERTSR-NERI i - 72 ik
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FHYUSE > EMEFEESAIR - 87~ £ PR AR ERF T
Ry~ TRy ~ JRFEITHI(Hoffman, 2007) -

= (AR U A AP BRI B ~ T70% ~ TR A ZIAE - B
PLUR BB S RAE A AR & - 2ide ~ B ~ S5 RAEREZHTA
H o R - AR - B - BRI E RS A NIMBUR R i S 2
Rt el 2 R (Galula, 2006) o BII4017E 55 % 1 t— e & Rl Ry 2 i T EhHY T2 2L
ferton - N st pli A0y BV ER SUEE - (Bt gieAsT
SLUF BRI - AR AT DU AR (B AR A5 5K il B v Y 5 2Bk (R
Bl s AR 22 BE B R B AR B M A R - Bisithar - it T8y
TEEELANE - NAEEGRES - AEEE EESR > MHEEEREA
AERPE T B Em VR HECHEZEAY) > G055 SRR =S iE AP
e i 2 HE o PR o i AP PT ER » IR R R RS E R (RS T e
B KRR H AT

FUUER VSN BN ZHEL AR - BOZRIPZRY ~ TBRAY ~ 7]
WU HY ~ RIHEREEEY ~ AIHERSREAY o RU 10 109 5 o0 WA B2 0TI
—57 o MR A — A H ALY TAEBLE oy MR e R o R MdH 45
H A R R TR HRESTE > 2 " AL ) sERes - Rk
HORY TSI B HEY - £ H &S - Rl ERY e8I 2 XE
58 TR AR (F R KESR Y EL (Metz, 2001; Smith, 2003)

FE— & 2 H oy B > AREL B R B mT 1 oy By R T S S A (Metz,
2012) * AfF#(The Survivors) U2 By 7R ~ KOREIMTIIASRELAHAL » 28
K#(The Lost)/EAPLE BB ANAIRATESE > FAZFITE - SR DE AL A%
REIHCHENL ¢ EAE(The Thugs) IIEFENEELE T > stEPERRZ
€ > #oRElsHER R IR AT S DA BF.07& (The Ambitious) - FEEEELRY
FAATHIELA - 58 R I A SR &R 1% 7T LA B A SO G A Gy 45 ~ S
E - M FEFNWER B S65(The Aggrieved) 2 ANEE SR AT ~ 384
HtEFEEAAAE > NEEH CEZERE AP - WA RELH
&% o w8 A DAFEREETEI NS © BRAE 26 (The 1dealists)ad Ry B Il A Fual et
&% - ] DLASBUE IR RIS - this tefE it H 2 8 & AreH pey Asl e
&% o PR SO G EE DU S B AV O > A DAy T =0~ BRA
EHELREHIT -
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K

FhEREEMHSNE K E SEANAEE - HE8RER > 472
SCRERERIVACE - HHRVEAHS A Z 18 ~ TAEAVEUIR - nDAFE i &5 1
AERVE BB T ESENREN - F RN TEARY) - HH - FamBliEER
A OB B R ~ B AMNE A 8 20 45 1Y $% B & o & T (Nordstrom, 2004;
Kilcullen, 2011)

M 4H Ak L PR AU FRAH SR AV BR (A 845 T 0185 - 2288 ~ HhFE -~ BUA - )
e~ BT AT —#E - PR — (L A B A ARIRR % - EERR (R4 T E
BIE M ER DI NS S &8 - AR F-BARY 1992 e & hEtE—Jk5t » &
FRFHELELNREANE - 2R ESFHERAFIRIRETT - MERERY
R E LA A 58 e U A B st A ARV i 4H &Ry 148
(Ehrenfeld & Ken, 2013) -

B AHHEFNESIGREREERRRZ

BEEAFFIR & EAE E Ert & SR AR - R AR AT TR R © B LEhT
FEZ AL BIE R IR B AR R i 2 SN A [EIURS - o] DR BT A
GBI N R AR o ELIRMIE S BGAR - B RURR PR LR
% -

AR AT R S BET R IR R AL T RS SR AR - PRV AEHE
EEINAY > RERIAEECN ~ SNERIEMN - (B2 ECFAYMEE A5 & FR Z ATHY
BT o REBINBEIR BRI A W E RN K > HIPA I 15 0 B 5 e oy (o8
R - (B2 15 SRR Al g Rl il RV B R Z Ay > B T HTRE
A(Roberts, 2010) - HE L » B IEE AN Fyis ST HAERLE ZHRE TR
G EER > 808 H R TR LSR8 (ethnic cleansing)  FIATATF
ST R AV B A A = T S B B OR P AR SRR &) n tth s A B A i
LTERVEER - HAET 2 At 23R DIHVEE R - BRSO - Eroeny
R T - BRI ek KR > TR EEEER-F RV HRiE
4 o BV RN R TB A AT FIHVECF B ZE RURE -

HIR > RIR B AT R ARV E R B R EEEUR(1800 2 2003) » Bk iry
SRESTTHEA SRR BRI B BRI S - FE W B REYA SRR > 59
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EEBFNEE BRI H s 2 =+ © i B EEE R S s - 5585 5 mAELHI
RS o BIA0FE 1800 2 1849 HARE > 55#AERMILERI R B 2+
1850 2 1899 HAM] » LB ANEIE 73~ —+— 5 1900 Z 1949 HAfH > LLAIFEZ
EAESZ=+F 5 1950 £ 1999 HAR - @I ZRER H oy 2 A+ —
(Arreguin-Toft, 2001, 2005) - BURIETRIFRETRN N EREE T > @B A
DI EVE SRR ANIRE - RA R ER AEFENES > {5
g9EA T A EREY RS PRE RS TS -

HEHEERR /AR EN B4 T ARG E LIRS - 55 i
fatl - WAERNESZIEE L TElL ERIAN » M HEZER 2 ED
5 FEIREB ST AP RE 2 - Bl H L EG A T N EREE ~ 4ERIE
%~ IS ERVER - EEdE - SR ghrES - DA A0 > G
WSHECRE S & 0 B REARGS SR o (2 B B ST B Al [EI 0 S EUE
% - BEEZEOVHER - ERIREGREL D T - BRI T - B
[FEISRBUR F Z [EIRVEZE o A al& BRI » R — BN 2 Hh—
TH > HAIE AR R S 2 A 85 (Buffaloe, 2006) - 2 SLE L ASHEE AL 1 EH4TER
FHVEIRS - DHDHT LSS

EE L EERLVIGHM  ASRFIUEEREEESS - Me05
TERETEECE - B BRI ~ R - BCE 2 HI59EENG9E - B
K775 R B S TERIHE TR P « A B E R L2 B 1L
HISgEE b o @7 E R =0E r ~ sl - 1 AR E R TE &g
[l > PISERS ~ Bkl ~ B - & & T (Joint Strategy Review, 1999) -

HEAGES  SEEHIREEN &I B E R a2 R RS 5
(Metz, 2000) » & N EHREAVRESFALGHE 5 [HEFIEEHEES E(Metz, 2001) » 50&
FEEATYE ~ 178 - HE EVEAREREOA » W H AR Ia A 558 -
BENER S E PR R R 22N > il RS DA E =
JEM: - (BEREEIRE EEHENE - el EIS BB o 4N - Bl IR E US4
(Metz & Johnson, 2001) °

PEE AT WY B R Y 5 I 1 (Buffaloe, 2006) @ A ={EHTHREXHZI0A -
F—EZ " EAEHE ) (cultural asymmetry)HYRES: - kR SCEEE TR SL
HYZ= 52 FE iSRS - fln—J 72t may - B2 - EERAR - BiE4
iy~ SRB A B A ELMIFE IR ATEEE - 5—HIEFHK - 2REEL
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HY ~ SRR ~ URAIEREY ~ e S IR R BRI DI R, - SR8
— U EHEBEET AN STEEREA] - E2ME T A HEEFNERAE
(asymmetry of costs) YL HLAE 5 [#E » FIAE MisHERIFiH— &% » FrAHYE
FHERP LR A B PG #E » — (B RS Bk - LI 2B —{EH
sk - SE={E2E T DA R B EERVERSE | (population-centric warfare)fif i i
feth - A MiaHAREY BAERR TEKR 24 0 FEENHESE FEEHTER
B bR T 2B S M S B (R S T VBN 24N B E s PR (S 2
AHERA SRR (D T I AP S B B an{ T -

A E—E{EE R EE R - BEZAN B E R AR = HEF
RZE AT E Bl A —E ity > HIES RS BRI F O &H =
EEIRAVEE > N2 ERNE ERE - 28 AR )7 e ERZE AL
~ M (Buffaloe, 2006:16) -

piat " AN R BARRYERT: | U R — 20 A Ryl o R R AR
B EYME (Kileullen, 2011) : {482 " DISHT 5 HAE | (terrain-centric) -
BN — R B EE tE ve B B+ (Falklands War) 5 822 (HER " DARCEE Ry HAE
(enemy-centric){YEF » FIIL1FHH5E H FH TE(Operation Iraqi Freedom)iysE—
P& B e AL e Y FEA#T [ (Republican Guard)f8# &5 (0T DABEOR © A5 H57
BFrh > HlE TDIAORERE, - N EREGA 2R FREREFNE
BE > FrDIEEELEVE - RIS EEAER O LERE -

HEMFEFTE AN HBEFE 7125 52 [ B 5 B 55 (Caforio,
ed., 2013) - ZIRWFTETFERE 2010 FFEHETT R 2013 4 1F > LR T2RE R
PRONAEE ~ FHEE ~ AR ~ SERE -~ g 4E/End(Slovenia) ~ FFIFE ~ FEHE ~ 74
PO B+ HH S EUE N TR FY 237 LEFESEE ~ 140 LEBEEE
PARe 165 #ftw o {RFFRINYE @ STEZERRR TN E R e fEaVEE R %2
MR ABD N R AE A « R — KA SRR A E BB Tk
M MESEEE > NIESIERE NEFEIIEFRYERE -

IR R A 0 B ERIE » B —ITHEERE SR E—H% - B
TCHE Y ENREDZ &Y » NS EEIGI T T E % R % - R
HHEZ - &5 ~ ARERIER - EHHREEARIVIRE - A RERIK
BHRIEN S EIE RNEIR - SANEERSUEEET SMIEZEN L E K
EIFEA ~ BEFRESE - th= 2t &S —EEENE - EVEMAER
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AEVURE - (B SEUAE B EIMM - B—REEHE T - BEEHE
A EIRE GRS ANAZHEE -

5 —TH R EECE R (rules of engagement)TYgL3Z  HERRAERIZK H W7
HAYESK > B EMEERIER - &2E0ESE - —E2KENZLER
FTBBHIEIZ T N EERYZAER] © 55— (B2 B PR (BT Ry _EERERAL - BlaE
i B ALAVAHER - —MRIMTS - ZKE S HIBIZAVEI <l 5 2 2= H CHYELE
mEMBEESEEIER  SEEIR G RECHETIEE - B2
AT Lk BB A A5 B AR BB Se IR E IR » RIEEANEAN & fahaenT sE
GG EE -

BESt > BN EHERREISERSZET 2 0 0 o] R HR M
LRAEMBRIERE - BRA BB Z S AR EER G TR RE IR
HHVEL - AEAE —ERPARRIRS - IR R mE A& A EE - fl
R R PR RIRI IR RS ~ WIS AEE - EAREE MHZ=R
KRFFE -

F=(EHEHERITEBNVER © B2 E RGNS TEBHVRESIm ATt
& PlanEE s - ABEKdE - HE -~ 78 - BEERE - BEIIREE
% - NEEREREEAR - REERZE BN REEBASOKHIEER - H
PR AESOKHITEEARE 20T © 2P sZiE ~ (KRB - BRI TR ~ At 2]
BRI B - HEAMNER IR RIRECF R - BIANRA ] RE (R e pl T RRAEE]
NEFE TfETH R BRI BT -

A—EHER - R EERE AL REFHEIE 2 SEFAYE 5 -
fifFI553R B C ik = B\ SOK R &S - it HLALTIAE B C IS AT 286/ SREE
AR FIVEOL - N EAE A HEEFE RIS - NI 2EE2E TEOOE
& (baptism of fire)sl /Ry EHHEHYRHGE - A S-FFra Ry A\ BT Rl 21 B
ASOKHIIETRR - BB R ILEAVRRRE - M FIERSERRE 2 kK - 0 H 7RI LA
FIFTREZ BRI E - AR Pt - A BRI at g
i DB NARZIHIS > BB TR - R ~ LEEL - HUSEHRR
EESF -

FUUMEE H A R A SR E RS - B (EE IR E SRy
B R #EE L R M MR Se AT 2 AV F [ SR EE ST BT RS AH VLD - A BEA R
A DUERZER] - NE RS Rl SR E AL > AR B AR E
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Bt HREREAGENRE - BEAEMBEIRER - FlafTET o 2EREE
B R UL E— B A TTEAYREL D T (HEREEITRHE T FEYSC
fbB &~ AEEVER - AEREOKES > AR B2 A E R E A E T
Fto HTERIRG HE S RINEN - SEEBZHEY LSRR EES - i
REEWEIR ~ w5~ SBEEAERAE - BRI - IRy E SR R
{5 2 Bl P AE S AR B [ T T 3 I AR RS

BEAOOHT  REAEEBEIEEUFHSENGOs) LU Bl S 2
Y ETE o By 7 ieftac aaiie v ineg - EROABR R MMy 2 e -
EMEAWILGINS - BHIEZIASY - EAEERHEEC AR
EERL - AFRRESGEka - Eh= EEIT IR EEAE - NS
EAG ORRr & BORAVRE (R - SR BRI AGHIRE I A S I IR AN R -

FANHE RSB - FERE R TRV RE S (e (5 L L ORFF(E T
TP TR R Ry = FE YR SR © 9k s 3R RIS A Ay i« — e (I8 ANHYED
%> —HEEZEHENTIK - ERNEFRmEEE 2R EMivEE - mEEhE
BBt UM R - R ERmERE - —EEEEAE CREIRE
J& - @RETHIAR H CREAS U HREIRE - (BRI RE
FERULAEATES © i’ - & AR E R S RE M2 BUER » S8
FAMHE 20 2B ETLA S EEHENNE > L ERSEESAH
£~ SR EEATERLES - REAR > IIEMRE -

FEHEE OS] - WIFRBE IR =3 5 — (S E RS LHTER
710 B AR R E R EEVEE ST R = (H R eSS R EIE H CBI R E
VERTEEERVEET] » FEITEBES - S RHVEE TR B S (R HIEha M Bl
MR - B AR > BRI BT RS o B A ERSEARR - BE
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FEEAG FERR A TTTH - S RHVIEEARIE © —(ERRIAER A8k -
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HINZRR S FEEEELE-HOBEANTE  GHEREGREENEE -
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