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Abstract

Traditionally, geopolitical scientists think that geopolitical space is the main factor that
influences state development. In other words, interacting in a naturally shaped environment is the
priority for state survival. In the modern period, the development of geopolitics formed a major part
of strategic thinking. Besides the given environment, considerations were given to the acquisition of
advantageous geopolitical positions and ways to shape the geopolitical environment through the use
of power. Discussions on maritime, land, and air power revolve around not only the influence of the
geopolitical environment on international politics but also the development of national strategies
based on geopolitical relations.

The establishment of state advantages through strategic design is perhaps the most important
lesson to be learnt from geopolitics today. Such conception is not altered by time, but changes in
external factors. In terms of North Korea, it seeks to create new connections through its nuclear
weapons policy and a new geopolitical environment in Northeast Asia, even at the expense of
becoming the open troublemaker in the region. Such change further influences China’s foreign

policy towards North Korea. This article seeks to make sense of the evolution of China and North
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Korea’s relationship in recent years. Specifically, this article analyzes the foreign policy that

Pyongyang faces with their respective understanding of national interests that collide.

Keyword: Geopolitics Theory, Nuclear weapon policy, Foreign policy
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