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Abstract

The Communist Party of China (CPC) is known for its cultural propaganda and united front
strategies. In recent years, it also developed a particular kind of film called "main melody film"
which is often used to convey the mainstream consciousness of the CPC. Among main melody
films, “main melody war film” usually aims to reinterpret the history through the war. This study
thus analyzes the narrative strategies used by three CPC's main melody war films shot in different
time period and focuses on how the images of soldiers, the army, and political parties of the
Kuomintang (KMT) and the CPC in the films are represented. The result shows that a consistent
binary opposition was built in three CPC's main melody war films’ narrative practice. The image of
CPC was good and KMT was evil. By using this kind of narrative strategy, CPC's main melody war

film tries to reshape our cognition of history and promote the mainstream values of the CPC.

Keywords: Main Melody Film, War Film, Narrative Analysis, Image
Representation
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