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Military Ritual and Body Politics

Pei-Fang Wu

Assistant professor, Department of Applied Arts, National Defense University

Abstract

The atmosphere of all people united on the site and the ceremonial solemnity of a national
celebration event before the martial law ended are like an epitome of the history of the nationality.
From the perspective of the military ritual body with good skills, this study aimed to investigate the
relationship between holiday politics and ceremony politics, explore the shaping of the national
image, and further summarize the process of national ceremonies. Secondly, based on the
observations of the national ceremony processes after the Nationalist government was relocated to
Taiwan, this study summarized the performances / ceremonial behaviors in military rituals, explored
the performers’ bodiness, and further constructed the prototype of military rituals. It was found that,
based on the military ritual body of me being me / not being me, the military ritual trainings in the
anti-structure state, ceremonial actions, and the experiences of “transformation”, our insights into
the properties and features of the phases of military ritual “demonstration” and military ritual
footwork “performance” were deepened. Lastly, through the discourse of general “performance”,
this study discussed the military ritual performance, reviewed the development of the spatialization
of military ritual body from the aspects of ceremonial space, power demonstration, power
manifestation, docility, and the charisma phenomenon, and further looked into the relationship

between the enforcement of martial law of space and power in Taiwan.

Keywords: national celebration, performance, body politics, military
ritual
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