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Abstract

This research mainly focuses on “the study of dropout decision-making process of senior

cadets” and its purposes are try to figure out the motivation to choose military school of dropout

senior cadets, the realization of dropout senior cadets’ individual condition and environment

patterns during school, also the interaction between individual and surroundings, the key events

that made cadets drop-out and the realization of the process and thoughts of those cadets who

chose to drop-out.

This study is a qualitative research with an in-depth interview with 6 senior cadets who

chose to drop-out. According to the research analysis outcome, it shows that:

1. Three steps that consist of the dropout decision-making process:

A. ldeal disillusionment—an idea of dropout comes out

B. Evaluation and assessment

C. Determination

2. The elements that influence the dropout decision could be:

A. Personal or organizational factors

B. Single or multiple factors

C. Phased or cumulative factors



3. Dropout decision comes after many considerations of personal habit and future career

development, instead of reckless decision. For individual, the obstacles factors could be family

pressure and tuition compensation.

4. The system factors of military school are the keys that change personal career imagination.

When one’s career imagination conflicts with reality, a dropout idea comes out.

5. The system factors of military school relate to individual and future working environment.

The more positive effects the system factors have, the more difficult an individual will have a

dropout idea.

6. There will be a step of dropout-idea-circulation between dropout-idea and dropout decision.

An individual will assess whether to make a dropout decision when the dropout-idea reach the

critical point.

Finally, based on the above research findings, the paper provides practice and research

suggestions.

Keywords: Dropout Decision-Making, Senior Cadets, Decision-Making Process
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