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Abstract

Active defense strategic thinking,being proposed by Mao, Tse-Tung
and incorporated into the CCP strategic guidance in 1956, symbolizes a
defensive posture for counter-attack or offense, with the meaning that
blending offense into defense, including self-defense counter attack or
waiting for the chance to fight and win. As a critical waterway connecting
the Indian ocean and the Pacific Ocean and with the abundant natural
resources stocked in, the South China Sea has caused sovereignty disputes
between surrounding countries, especially with China.

This article examines the strategic posture of China in the south china
sea with the active defense strategic thinking. In recent years, China had
not only improved the level of its precision weapons in its navy and air
forces, strengthening it’s logistic assurance capabilities in the area and
militarization of reefs, but also fortifying it’s stand in the South China Sea,
conducting it’s national strategy in the different ways such as politics,
psychological, diplomatic, and economic. Three core concepts in the active

defense strategic thinking, which is, defense and offense, enduring and

v



blitz, exterior line and interior line, had been merging as one. China’s
strategic posture basically aligned with the active defense strategic
guidance, and marched forward for wining the informatized local wars,
consolidating sovereignty in the South China Sea, further more, to assure
it’s national security and marching for the great power goal. After
analyzing relative documents, this paper finds that China’s strategic
deployment in the South China Sea remains to be improved, and questions

about how they can meet the expected combat power in future conflicts.

Key word : Active Defense, South China Sea, PLA, Strategic Deployment
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Petroleum and other liquids production, China, Annual
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