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Abstract

Since the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) General Secretary Xi Jinping
carried out the deepening National Defense and Military Reform in 2015, the
special operation forces of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) are reorganized
into the Army, Navy, Air Force and Rocket Force. They are specifically
responsible for diversified military tasks such as rapid response and assault in
partial area warfare, counter-terrorism and stability maintenance, and overseas
peacekeeping. Also, since the organization system and application thinking of the
PLA special operation forces have changed, this new type of combat forces will
be a means to achieve war goals, especially in small-scale warfare or conflict in
the border areas of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). The PLA special
operation forces focus on military missions’ capabilities such as joint operations,
air, and ground rapid assault operations, and beheading operations, it must play a
crucial role in the warfare.

The study used the first category of “military force” in the strategic research
approach for analysis. Among them, the CCP believes that the military strategy is
based on comprehensive national strength, when the country’s military strategy
changes, including regional strategy and theater strategy, will also change, which
will affect military construction. Since Xi Jinping promoted military reform, the
security situation around the PRC is becoming increasingly complex, the special
operation forces in each theater command, it is actively doing so by strategic
requirements: responding to crises and improving the operational effectiveness of

the entire field to achieve operational objectives. Secondly, the study also pays



attention to the changes in the strategic thinking of special operation forces and
explores the system development and application mode of this new type of combat
forces from various aspects. By the current PLA in the modern warfare on the
positioning and development of special operation forces, and the current forces of
the use of mutual evidence, we could know that the PLA’s special operation forces
military strategic thinking has changed. We also believe that in addition to PRC’s
internal and external security situation affecting the construction of the PLA
special operations forces. From the active defense military strategic approach to
examine the formation and adjustment of the various types of the PLA special
operation forces after the military reform, it can also be found that in response to
traditional and non-traditional security threats, the special operation forces must
adapt to the joint operation capabilities will be more important.

The study focuses on the development of PLA special operation forces such
as the Army, Navy, Air Force and Rocket Force after the military reform, and we
clarify the mode of use of new forces, including special operation forces mission
effectiveness, as well as special operations strategy and tactical warfare. Finally,
we find that the construction of special operation forces’ strategy theories is the
most important task of PRC’s military modernization and combat force
adjustment. Therefore, it is of significance and importance of the study, and then
grasp the trend and practice of the PLA transformation in response to future

warfare or conflicts, deepen the research capability of the PLA issues.

Keywords: active defense, use of combat capability, special operations, military

strategy
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